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On 1 January 2001, farmers within the European Community will have available for pest and disease control in agricultural crops only 40% of the methyl bromide (MB) that was available in 1991, based on compliance with the draft New Ozone Regulation that introduces stricter control measures than those under the Montreal Protocol. A European Commission survey conducted in 1999 showed that MB was on average about 38% more expensive in 1998 compared to retail costs in 1991. The resultant reduction in MB availability is likely to further increase the price of MB and promote the development and implementation of cost-effective alternatives. Almost 70% of the use of MB in the EC is on just three crops – tomatoes (37%), strawberries (21%) and cucurbits, e.g. melons, cucumbers (11%). The southern Member States of Italy, Spain, France, Greece and Portugal purchased about 12,500 tonnes, equivalent to 96% of the MB purchased in the EC in 1998. Alternatives to MB are already in use in the EC. Successful implementation of further alternatives will depend on early identification of those most suitable, targeting crops where significant volumes of MB are used, combining alternatives in an Integrated Pest Management strategy, and having well-coordinated and trained advisory services.







