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The ozone layer absorbs a part of the harmful ultraviolet – B radiation from the sun.  As a result of the discovery of the Antarctic ozone hole in 1985, governments recognised the need for measures to reduce the production and consumption of a number of substances that deplete the ozone layer, as the CFCs and the Halons.  The Protocol was designed so that the phase-out schedules could be revised on the basis of periodic scientific and technological assessments.  Following such assessments, the Protocol was adjusted to accelerate the phase-out schedules in London in 1990, Copenhagen in 1992, Vienna in 1995 and Montreal in 1997.  It has been also amended to introduce other kinds of control measures and to add new controlled substances. The 1990 London Amendment included additional CFCs and two solvents, while the 1992 Copenhagen Amendment added among others methyl bromide.  The Montreal Amendment of 1997 finalised the schedules of phase-out for methyl bromide.  Most governments have actually ratified the Protocol. As of May 1999, the Protocol had been ratified by 168 countries.

The phase-out schedules for developed countries provide: Phase out Halons by 1994, Phase out CFCs, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform by 1996; Reduction of methyl bromide by 25% by 1999, 50% by 2001, 70% by 2003, and phase out by 2005. Developing countries have a grace period before they start their phase-out schedules. A financial mechanism established under the Montreal Protocol in June 1990. It pays the incremental costs incurred by developing countries in phasing out their consumption and production of ozone-depleting substances. The Multilateral Fund has dispensed for the period 1991-1999 some $903 million for projects implemented in developing countries.

Control measures are based on an integrated assessment of science, economics, and technology.

The European Union incorporated the Montreal Protocol in its regulatory framework with the Regulations 541/91 and 3093/94 which provide stricker measures than those in the Montreal Protocol. The latest is actually under revision. A number of industrial branches as the refrigeration, plastic foams, the solvents, the aerosols as far as the agriculture are affected by the control measures.  They have to replace the controlled substances by alternatives (substitutes).

