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The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (1987) was signed by 46 countries, whereby it was ratified by 172 countries and more specifically the London Amendment to the Montreal Protocol (1990) and the Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal Protocol (1992) set different obligations for idustrialised countries, such as the ones of the EU and the developing countries. While the former have to phase out methyl bromide by 2005, the later have a freeze target in 2003 and the phase-out deadline in 2015 and can get financial compensation through the Multilateral Fund.

In order to get awareness of the alternatives available, the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal Protocol released funds to implement about 35 demonstration projects, out of which UNIDO is implementing 26.

Experimental tests have been carried out with the following alternatives: soil solarisation, bio-fumigation, alternative chemicals, steam, soilless cultivation in bands on floating trays, grafting and the use of resistant cultivars. Integrated Pest Management Systems have been put in place whenever possible.

Four (4) demonstration projects have been finalised and two are close to be finalised in Guatemala (melon, tomato, strawberries, tobacco and broccoli seedbeds), Brazil and Zimbabwe (tobacco seedbeds), P.R.China (tobacco, pepper, melon, strawberries, cucumber and ginseng), Argentina (tomato, strawberries and flowers) and Morocco (tomato, pepper, flowers, etc).

The best results have been in using soilless cultivation in tobacco, broccoli and tomato seedbeds and therefore seems to be the best technological choice for seedbeds. Steam in high value added horticultural products, such as flowers, worked very well, but in some countries this is expensive. Bio-fumigation and solarization plus chemicals worked well under different environmental conditions in the cultivation of tomatoes, melons and strawberries. Soilless cultivation of strawberries was competitive in China where local substrates are available.

As a result of the demonstration projects, the first phase-out project in the tobacco sector in Cuba was approved and was followed by a project in Brazil. An investment project to phase out methyl bromide in the area of flowers and protected banana in Morocco was approved a few days ago. Argentina and Guatemala are preparing phase out projects in the area of tomato, strawberries and melons.

