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Root-knot nematodes (Meloidogyne sp) are considered to be important pests in protected cultivations in Greece. During 1998-1999 a survey of the chemical control methods was done. Farmers were asked to fill a questionnaire to monitor the specific type of chemical control they use as well as the crop and the variety they cultivated. All the greenhouses were categorised in two groups according to the use of MeBr or other nematicides. One group was consisted of greenhouses where MeBr was applied as a control method while the other of greenhouses where non-fumigant nematicides were used. A series of soil sampling was conducted from some of the green houses recording the nematode population in order to compare the two control methods. The population density, the proportion of different species and the presence of the bacterium Pasteuria penetrans which could be used in the biological control of root-knot nematodes were recorded. The level of infestation was very low where MeBr was applied while in some of the greenhouses root-knot nematodes were in non detectable levels. However in greenhouses where non-fumigant nematicides were applied the level of infestation was much higher. Numbers of nematodes were greater during summer or beginning of autumn that early in the spring. Meloidogyne javanica was the predominant species. All the females of Meloidogyne checked were found not to be parasitised by P. Penetrans.

